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Contact us at:  Inclusive Church - c/o St Perer’s Church - Liverpool Grove - London - SE17 2HH   
 Or online at:  www.inclusivechurch.net and click ‘contact us’

New(ish) Year 
Resolutions:
The new year ages 
rapidly, and resolutions 
bite the dust (I'm sorry 
but how am I supposed 
to stick to healthy 

eating when there's still so much 
Christmas Chocolate in the house?).  But 
we can still resolve to make a difference in 
2009.
We can make resolutions that are easy to 
keep up: put an Inclusive Church badge 
on your coat / jacket / blouse / ball gown; 
take out a standing order to support our 
work…  And we make resolutions that 
require constant effort, committing 
ourselves to pray daily for a church that 
expresses the inclusive love of Jesus; 
commit to write a letter on the first day of 
every month (to those with influence like 
your Bishop and Archbishop) to 
encourage those who stand up for 
inclusion, and politely challenge those 
who do not.

An Unwelcome Benediction:
Inclusive Church has been in the news in 
the run up to Christmas with our two 
Giles (what is the plural of Giles?  Gileses? 
Gilei?) appearing in print and on TV to 
comment on Pope Benedict's poorly 
thought out comments of sexuality and 
the environment.  Giles Goddard was 
interviewed for BBC and Sky news, and 
you can still read Giles Fraser's article in 
the Guardian for 24th December at 
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/
2008/dec/24/pope-benedict-christmas-
message.

Trevor Donnelly

Still Available... 
Inclusive Church 
Badges

Page 2

   Produced Monthly by Inclusive Church	 January 2009 

Welcome to the January 2009 edition of the IC Newsletter.
Please feel free to print and copy this .pdf version of this newsletter to distribute / leave at the back of your church

Editorial...

Building a better Church...

Inclusive Church
c/o St Peter's Church
Liverpool Grove
London 
SE17 2HH

Women in the 
Episcopate
WATCH Statement on 
the Further Report of 
the Legislative 
Drafting Group
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IC Tomorrow
AN APPEAL FOR YOUR 
HELP
Giles Goddard looks 
forward to the future of 
Inclusive Church.

Page 2

What’s on in 2009
Our busy calendar of 
our nationwide events
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WHAT SHALL WE SAY?
Inclusive Church Day 
Conference on 
Inclusive Language.
Information and full 
timetable of the day...
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 Letter from our Coordinator:
Clare writes:   Bishop Duleep de Chickera of Sri Lanka gave an inspiring and 
inclusive sermon in Canterbury Cathedral at the start of the Lambeth Conference 
(read it online at: www.lambethconference.org).  He also visited the Inclusive 
Church stall and was hugely encouraging about our work. So when the chance 
came to visit Sri Lanka with my partner, who is working at the university of 
Colombo for 3 days, I jumped at it (for a privately funded trip of course!).  After 
making contact with Bishop Duleep I shall be visiting him but also working with 
the Chair of Affirming Catholicism Sri Lanka for 3 days to understand as much as I 
can about the life of the Church there.  I'll also be able to give a talk about Inclusive 
Church to Aff.  Cath. Sri Lanka on Tuesday 20th Jan, and I hope to find a Millennium Development Project 
which we may adopt for support both educationally and financially.  (Watch the space “12th September 
Inclusive Church Anniversary Walk” for future developments of this idea.)
Please pray for me as I visit Sri Lanka – it is a country well versed in the suffering caused by both natural 
disaster and human division and I hope to learn from Bishop Duleep more of how we use the resources of our 
faith to find freedom in situations of enormous human constraint.

Clare Herbert  (IC Coordinator)

"A LL OF US"
An introduction to the work of Inclusive Church

Manchester Roadshow - Wednesday 14th January 2009
7.30pm – 9.30pm (with bring and share supper)

guest speaker: the Very Revd Rogers Govender, Dean Of Manchester
with the Revd Clare Herbert , National Coordinator of IC

ÒGetting the Questions Right about Black and Minority Ethnic Leadership
in the Church of EnglandÓ

Following the launch of Inclusive Church in Manchester in 2005 this evening gathering considers “Inclusive Church, Where Now?”  
but also addresses the specific issue of black and minority ethnic participation and leadership within the C of E and how IC may help.

St Agnes Church, Gorton Road Reddish, SK5 6RA 

ALL  ARE VERY WELCOME. 
For further info and to register "contact us" or phone Clive Larsen on 0161 223 0692

Community
Information about 
MCU and SCM 
events, and some 
appeals for help
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Many of you support Inclusive 
Church very generously, and we are 
extremely grateful for that.    We 
know, too, that this is a bad time for a 
funding appeal, for lots of obvious 
reasons! However, Inclusive Church 
has set out a bold strategy for the 
next three years to make a difference 
for those currently marginalised in 
the church community.    
Our vital work towards a church of 
wholeness where all are welcomed 
and all are included is entirely 
dependent on donations.    
To be blunt, the money we raised 
from the Thousand Hundreds 
campaign two years ago is nearly 
exhausted, and the regular monthly 
donations we receive do not cover 
the projected expenditure for the 
next three years! Our regular 
donations are nearly £1,000 a month; 
that’s very good, but we need at least 
to double this.  We are looking to 
parishes and individual supporters, 

as well as trying to raise money from 
trusts and other funds.   
Please can you consider whether you 
could set up a standing order of £5/
£10/£20 month?  Or increase the 
standing order you already have?  Or 
send us a one-off donation?   It’s very 
easy.  You can set up a standing order 
on-line: 
our bank account details are
CAF Bank, 25 King’s Hill Avenue,  
West Malling, Kent ME19 4TA.
Sort code 40-52-40.  A/C name The 
Inclusive Church Network.  A/c no 
00013299
If you’d prefer not to do that on line, 
standing order forms are at 
www.inclusivechurch2.net/Donate-
Inclusive-Church-fa30197
So are Gift Aid forms, in case we 
don’t already have one from you.
Could you also ask your PCC if it can 
make a regular or one-off donation as 
part of its charitable giving?   That 
might offer an opportunity for your 
PCC to adopt the Statement and ask 
to go on the directory of Inclusive 
Churches on the website 
www.inclusivechurch2.net/
Directory-3e2f10e  We’re hoping 
larger churches could give as much 
as £1,000;   smaller ones,  anything 
up to £500.   We can provide leaflets 
and further information if you need 
it.   

IC Tomorrow -  our strategy for 2009 
-  2012  - builds towards a better 
church by, among other things: 
1)  Working for the full recognition of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people in the church;
2)  Working and campaigning to be 
sure that women can become bishops 
without discrimination;
3)  Building up and supporting the 
voice of black and minority ethnic 
people in the church;
4)  Working with our partners to 
implement the Millennium 
Development Goals and increase 
inclusion by reducing poverty;
5)  Developing “Living Christianity” 
– courses for new and established 
Christians to build up their faith and 
understanding with an inclusive 
perspective;
6)  Building and equipping the 
network of parishes and groups 
committed to the inclusive Gospel
7)  Encouraging a robust theology to 
support an inclusive church.  
A gift-aided donation of £20 per 
month could help us do much,  
including: 
Develop new modules of our Living 
Christianity course and pay towards 
the development of course materials;
A day conference on hearing the 
voices of black and minority ethnic 
people;

Run additional road shows 
around the country to promote the 
work of Inclusive Church;
Produce better publicity and 
campaigning materials for parish 
distribution;
Equip and train a team of regional 
Inclusive Church key supporters to 
widen the reach of our work.
A gift-aided donation increases the 
contribution to us by 28% so if you 
are a UK taxpayer please remember 
to complete the Gift Aid declaration. 
For further information contact Giles 
Goddard at 
gileswgoddard@googlemail.net or 
Clare Herbert at 
herbert.clare@googlemail.com or ring 
07504 577 210. 
If you think the work we’re doing is 
important and worthwhile,  PLEASE 
SUPPORT IT FINANCIALLY.  We 
think we’re doing a great deal on 
very little,  especially when 
compared with some of the more 
conservative groups in the church.  
If you don’t, please let us know!    
Thank you very much indeed.   

Giles Goddard (Chair,  IC)

 

] 

Inclusive Church Badges!  Now A vailable!   £1 + £2 p&p (regardless of number ordered)

Its more than jewelry, it is standing up and being counted for the cause of inclusion.
Please send your orders to:  The Treasurer Inclusive Church, St Peter's Church, Liverpool Grove, Walworth, London, SE17 2HH

You can also pay by a direct transfer into our bank account:  CAF bank sort code 40-52-40  a/c no 00013299 then send us an email at 
herbert.clare@googlemail.com with the address for postage and number of badges required. 

Appeal :

IC Tomorrow Ð bui l ding a better church
Inclusi ve Church could not exi st w i thout the generosi ty of  our supporters!

WATCH Statement on the  
Further Report of the 
Legislative Drafting 
Group (GS 1707) 
\

In 2005 General Synod passed a motion asking 
that the legal obstacles to having women as 
bishops be removed, and this report contains 
draft legislation making it possible for that to 
happen at last. 
WATCH is pleased that provision in the draft 
legislation endorses the authority of diocesan 
bishops, and that they retain the authority to 
delegate certain functions to another bishop if 
requested to do so. This means that episcopal 
authority resides in and is retained by the 
diocesan bishop and is not transferred 
automatically to another bishop. WATCH is 

opposed, however, to the provision of male-only 
suffragan sees from which ‘complementary’ 
bishops may be appointed. 
The report acknowledges that some of its 
arrangements would restrict the rights of bishops 
who are women, and cites the Church of 
England’s continuing exemption from the Sex 
Discrimination Act 1975 and the principle in 
English law that where there are conflicting 
rights, the “exercise of one right may sometimes 
need to be restricted in order to protect the 
exercise of another right”. (GS1707 page 3, 
paragraph 16)  
WATCH is dismayed that the rights of bishops 
who are women should be proscribed and that 
there is not equality of opportunity for women at 
this level in the Church. WATCH believes that the 
20 years’ experience of women as bishops 

elsewhere in the Anglican Communion shows 
that mutually acceptable arrangements work well 
on an informal basis. 
WATCH continues to believe that a fully 
complementary ministry of women and men in 
the Church will significantly strengthen the 
mission of God to a very needy world Chair of 
WATCH, Christina Rees said today, “This report 
needs to be seen in the context of a General Synod 
which has for the past few years stated its desire 
to open the episcopate to women, and in the 
wider context of a Church which wonders why 
this is taking so long. 
WATCH will be making submissions to the 
Revision Committee about the contents of the 
Code of Practice, some of which we find 
unacceptable, but for now, we take heart that at 
last we have the draft measure which makes it 
possible for women to be bishops.”

W o m e n  i n  t h e  E p i s c o p a t e
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(if you set up a payment on line,  PLEASE RETURN THE GIFT AID DECLARATION TO US SO WE CAN CLAIM GIFT AID)

To the Manager of   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 Branch Address   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Sort code   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 A/C name   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
   A/C number   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Please pay to Inclusive Church account no 00013299, sort code 40-52-40 at CAF Bank,  25 Kings Hill Avenue, West Malling,  Kent ME19 4JQ  the sum of 

£50/ £20 / £10 / £5 per month/year - amount in words  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   starting on   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  and thereafter until I 
give further notice.  This cancels all previous instructions for payments to Inclusive Church.

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 Address  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 Postcode _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Email  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 Phone  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

GIFT AID DECLARATION - I would like Inclusive Church to recover the Income Tax on all donations I have made in the last six years, and any tax I will 
pay on future donations. I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and that I pay tax equivalent to or more than the tax Inclusive Church can reclaim (as a guide 
on a monthly gift of £10, you must be paying at least £33.85 in tax each year to qualify). I understand that the tax reclaimed will also be used to help fund 
the work of Inclusive Church and that there is no extra cost to me.   Yes/No

Signed _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

THANK YOU
Please return this form to Clare Herbert, National Coordinator,  Inclusive Church,  St Peter’s Church,  Liverpool Grove,  London SE17 2HH

I N C L U SI V E C H U R C H  STA N D I N G  O R D ER / G I FT  A I D  FO R M

MODERN CHURCHPEOPLE'S UNION
MCU conference 2009:
Tuesday 14 Ð Friday 17 July 2009
High Leigh Conference Centre
Hoddesdon, Herts, UK

'Perfect Freedom' - Liberal Faith T oday and Tomorrow

chaired by John Saxbee, Bishop of Lincoln and MCU 
President!

For more information and booking forms log on to: 

Gay men in Christian Communities!

Can you help Mike with his dissertation?

I am currently a final year theology and religious studies 

student at the University of Chester and am researching for my 

dissertation which is concerned with the extent to which gay 

men participate within Christian communties.  I would very 

much appreciate it if you could help me with my project and 

email me at mikechinnick@hotmail.co.uk so that I may send a 

questionnaire if you are willing to assist me in my research.  If 

you are able to assist me in any other way or if you have any 

further questions about my dissertation please feel free to 

contact me.
Thanks for taking the time to read my request and I wish you 

all a very Happy New Year! Mike Chinnick

Inclusive Theology Book Group
One of the aims of Inclusive Church, of which Rev Clare Herbert 
is the coordinator, is to encourage understanding of the 
essentially inclusive nature of the Christian gospel. Many good 
theologians are writing around this theme. If you would like to 
join a group with Clare to discuss the setting up of such a 
monthly “Book Group” probably , at least during the first year, 
inviting authors themselves to contribute to the evenings, then 
please come to the Dick Sheppard Chapel in the Crypt of St 
Martin-in-the-Fields at 7.00pm on Thursday 8th January . The 
more the merrier pool our ideas together, then the better will be 
the group which Clare envisages starting this year on the first 
Thursday of each month from Easter to Advent. Ring 07504 
577210 if you would like to come.

SCM’s Annual Conference:
Liberating Gender20 – 22 February 2009Pioneer Centre,

Wyre Forest, West MidlandsSee: www.movement.org.uk/conference for details.A weekend of workshops, thought-provoking speakers, interactive small 
group activities, ecumenical worship and time to relax, hosted by the 
Student Christian Movement. Come and explore SCM's annual theme Liberating Gender in more 
depth. Get creative, think through theology, act on issues of justice, listen 
to others, speak your mind and be inspired.Open to all students, recent graduates, chaplains and chaplaincy 
assistants, student workers and others involved in Further or Higher 
Education. 
You can book online now! See www.movement.org.uk/conference for more 
details. Discounts available for first-timers, SCM members and groups. 
Final booking date 6 February 2009.Get involved in a student-led movement, committed to exploring a 
Christianity that is inclusive, aware, radical and challenging.
Join the Facebook Event page here: www.facebook.com/home.php#/
event.php?eid=52260614151For more info give Rosie a call on 0121 2003355 or email 
links@movement.org.uk Hope to see you there!

CALLING KA THERINE!
Katherine contacted us and kindly 
offered to act as our Press Officer.  
The email address we had for her 

doesn’t work...
Could she please contact us again?   

07762 373 674   
Sorry and thanks

Giles 
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“WHAT SHALL WE SAY?”
Inclusive Church Day Conference 

on Inclusive Language

Saturday 7th February 2009 
11.00am – 4.00pm

 (from 10.30 registration and coffee) 

At “InSpire” St Peter’s Church, Liverpool Grove, 
London SE17 2HH  (near Elephant and Castle)

Travel:
Train, bus or tube to Elephant and Castle Station 
(on Northern (Bank) Line and Bakerloo Line.) 
Take Station Exits marked “Shopping Centre”. 
Take any bus towards Camberwell (get off at 
Westmoreland Road bus stop,  5 mins), or turn 
left from Elephant Roundabout and walk down 
left hand side of Walworth Road (15mins).   
Liverpool  Grove is  the  second street on the left 
after East Street and M & S. St Peter’s Church is 
in front of  you. “InSpire”   is a community centre 
down a ramp to the left of the Church. Welcome! 

Map:
www.in-spire.org.uk/location.shtml 

Booking:
Please send cheques made payable to Inclusive 
Church  for £15  (or £5  if unwaged) with a note of 
your  full contact details (inc email) to Rev Clare 
Herbert , National Coordinator of Inclusive 
Church  , St Peter’s Church, Liverpool Grove, 
London SE17 2HH,  or pay on the door with an 
email booking to herbert.clare@googlemail.com
 
Full Timetable of the day:
10.30am
 Morning Prayers in St Peter’s Church 

 (for helpers and early birds)
10.45am
 Coffee downstairs in Inspire
11.00am
 Conference begins with Welcome from 

 Giles Goddard, Chair of Inclusive 

 Church
11.10 am
Lucy Winkett – Inclusive Language: 

 what is it and why use it?
12.30am
 Elizabeth Baxter – Inclusive 

 Language for a Therapeutic Church
1.00pm
 Lunch 

 “Resources and Books” Stall (or a quick 

 hop to East Street Market!)
1.45pm
 Steven Shakespeare – Speak to us of 

 Prayers
2.30pm
 June Boyce Tillman – Sing to us of 

 Hymns
3.15pm
 Tea
3.30pm
 Panel in which the day’s speakers are 

 joined by Charles Read, Vice Chair of 

 WATCH , to answer your questions.
4.00pm
 End
4.30pm
 Evening Prayers in St Peter’s Church 

 (for helpers and late leavers)

W h a t ' s  O n  2 0 0 9
Wednesday 14th January, 7.30pm    St Agnes Church, Manchester

ÒAll of usÓ Ð An Inclusive Church Road Show
Special speaker and theme: Dean Rogers Govender

“How can IC respond to the needs and aspirations of black people in the Church?”

Saturday 7th February, 11.00am – 4.00pm    St Peter’s Church Liverpool Grove, London SE17 2HH
Day Conference on Inclusive Language:  ÒWhat Shall W e Say?Ó

This day conference will tackle the importance of inclusive language while asking the practical 
question – how to integrate its use in parish life?

With Lucy Winkett, Steven Shakespeare, June Boyce-Tillman, Elizabeth Baxter
Email herbert.clare@googlemail.com for booking details

Saturday 14th February    Centre for the Study of Christianity and Sexuality AGM
Revd Clare Herbert – keynote address 

ÒGather us in Ð Inclusive Sexual Ethics and Pastoral CareÓ

Sunday March 1st at 6.00pm    Dorchester Abbey, Oxfordshire
ÒHow do we read the Bible?Ó

with David Winter and Giles Goddard

Weds March 4th at 6.30pm    St George’s, Jesmond,  Newcastle
ÒAll of UsÓ - Inclusive Church Road Show  

March 20th and 21st    Old St Paul’s Church, Edinburgh
Inclusive Church Reception and Road Show

Thursday 2nd April, at 1.00pm    Liverpool Parish Church
Lenten Lecture by the Revd Canon Giles Goddard

Thursday April 23rd 2.00pm – 5.30pm    St Martin- in - the Fields on St George’s Day
ÒBeing black in Britain - what does it take to succeed?Ó

Overcoming barriers in society and church to success for black and minority ethnic people...
An afternoon conference hosted by the Association of Black Clergy; supported by Inclusive Church 

May (date t.b.a.)    ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH NOTTINGHAM
ÒAll of UsÓ - Inclusive Church Road Show

Saturday 13th June    Church of the Resurrection, Churchway, MACCLESFIELD
ÒAll of UsÓ - Inclusive Church Road Show

Saturday July  4th Day Conference    LIVERPOOL (venue t.b.a)
ÒAll of UsÓ - Inclusive Church Road Show

Special theme – the LGBT agenda

Saturday August 1st    BATH
ÒAll of UsÓ - Inclusive Church Road Show  

August 29th – 31st
Inclusive Church at Greenbelt  

September 12th
Inclusive Church  ÒIC the FutureÓ Anniversary W alk, London

Monday October 5th – Wednesday October 7th    SWANWICK, THE HAYES CENTRE
Second National Residential Conference

ÒWORD ON THE STREETÓ Ð the Bible in our faith and life

Friday 20th November    Sheldon, Devon
Revd Clare Herbert presents the Inclusive Church Road Show at the ÒFriday FringeÓ  

The Society of Martha and Mary, Sheldon

January / February 2010    Birmingham
ÒConsuming PassionsÓ  Reßecting Responsibly on the Sexual Journey

An Inclusive Church Day Conference 
Supported by The Centre for the Study of Christianity and Sexuality

If you would like to attend any of these events or know more about them, please contact us at office@inclusivechurch.net 
or telephone Revd Clare Herbert, National Coordinator for Inclusive Church  07504 577210
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